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Inconsistent view of
homosexuality
misleads students

On Tuesday, the people of
California vntnd on Pmpmm:m
22, which proposes that, “only-
marriage betwenn a man and a
woman is
rprugmm
in
California.”

A genera-
ton ggoand’
for the past

< two millen-
nia, the
iruth of that
proposition
would:-lvave: .=
been regard-

Charles Rice

ed ag self- e _
evident. . o Right or -
Taday it is Wrong?
doubied 3

becanse of a; s

cultural redefinition nf' the nature
of homosexual aces, of the homio-
sexual inclination and vonse-

quently ol marriage -and l}w 1‘Lm|- :

Ty. -
More to lhv pnmt one maw lair-

ly questiin whether the California
proposition would be approved by

a majority at Notre Dame; This is
so becaunse [or several years, the
administration has permbated the
campus with a view of the subject
thal is ineoherant gnd mislead-
ing.

Lnt's re‘u:e“ S, hrL51r5 .
Homnsexual acts are mirmmcallv
wrong. As the Lelter on the
Pastoral Care of Homosexual
Persons, issued with the approval
ol Tohn Paul 11 in 1986, states; "It
is only in the marital relationship
that the use of the sexual faculty
can be morally good. To choosn
someone of the same sox for
one’s sexual activity is to annul
the rich symbaolism and meaning,
not to mention the goals, of the
croator’s sexual design.” The

homosexual inclinatiom is net a
sin. However, as the 1986 |atter
states, "Although the pariicular
inclimation of the homosexual
person is nol 4 sin, it s a more or
less strong tendency ordered
loward an intrinsic moral evil,
and thus the inclination itself
must be seen as an I.'}h_[l‘l tive dis-
order.™

The Calechism sums it up: “The
number of men and women who
have deep-seated homosexual
tendencies is not negligible. This
inclination, which is objectively
dlburdcrecl constitutes for most
of them 4 triagl. They must be
accepted with respect, compas-
sion and sensitivity: Every sigh of
unjust discrimination in their
regard should be avoided. These
persons are called to fulfill God's
will in their lives and, if they are
Christians, to unite to the sacri- -
fice of the Lord’s Cross the difli-
culties they may encolunter from
their condition.” (No, 2358.)

Notre Dame éommendibly
insists that persons of homosexu-
al inclination are entitled to - )
respect and acceptance as mem--
bers of the Universily community -
The administration also says that
homesexual acts are prohibited
by “official Church {eaching,” but
it refuses to affirm that the ineli-
nation toward those acts is disor-
dered, That makes no sense, and
it misleads the students, If, as the
Catechism states, “homosexual
acis ars intrinsically disordered,”
{Mo. 2357}, how could the inclina-



tion toward those acts be any-

thing but disordered? T the incli-

nation is not disordered, why .
Cmay it not be acted upon?

Sinee the administration does
notrecognize the inclination as
“disordered, it infers that'the pro-
~hibition ol homosexual acls s an

sarbitrary edict of an insensitive
Church. In truth, homosexual -
acts, and the inclination to them,
are “intrinsically disordered,.” not
because of "official Chureh teach-
ing,” but hecanse they are con-
trary to nature and the law of
Godi: -« i
The Congregation for tha
Doctrine of the Faith, last May,
forbade Sister Jeannine Gramick
and Father Rohert Nugent to
engage in homosexual ministries
‘because their positions on "the -
intrinsi¢ evil of homosexual acty
and the objeclive disorder of the
homosexmal inclination are doe-
trinally unacceptahle.” Sister
Jeannine’s speech at Notre Dame
sl wieek was co-sponsored by
-the Counseling Center. That
makes you wonder what kind of
counseling they do over there,
The administration misleads
students into regarding the
teaching of the Church as an
arhitrary restriction on a well-
prdered inclination. And it dis-
bourages students from using -
‘potentially helpful resources. The
Student Union Board siated last
term to the Trustees: "[Wle ask
that Campus Ministry invite
Courage to campus. This organi-
zation was founded by Cathaolic
priests to minister to the homo-
sexual communily. Courage is
" truly pastoral: It presents partici-
panis with the teachings of the
Catholic Church while ministering
to them through group support
and loving care, bringing them
into the Catholic commumnity.”

Don't hold your breath waiting
for our leaders to allow Courage
on campus. When the Maritain
Center sporsored o series of
speakers in the lall of 1997,
including Father John Harvey,
the founder of Couragre, Campus
Ministry and the Counseling
Cenier took Dhserver ads to dis-
courage attendanece, The efforts

- of Courage and similar groups

. are politically incorrect.

The administration’s orthodoxy

-0l political correctness prevails
over the piastoral needs of stu-
dents. “[Departure from the
Church’s tnachipg or silence
‘about it, in an elfort to provide
pastoral care,” says the 1986
Letter, “is neither caring nor pas-
oral. Only what is true can ulti-
mately be pastoral. The neglect of
. the Church's position preventls
-homosexual men and women
from receciving the care they need
and deserve.” _

“And it leads to distorted ideas
on the nature of the hunan per-
som, marriage and the family.
‘One may lairly wonder how the
folks at Campus Ministry and the
‘Counseling Center would have

* wvoled.on Proposition 22,
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