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continued from page 1

salection. of speakers tonight,.

Tuesday and Wednesday. .
"The Vagina Monologues”
was a primary paint of con-

cern in University president

Father John Jenkins' January
speeches o1 Catholic charac-
ter and academic freedom, as
- Jenkins guestioned the play's
gontigued pressnce — per-
formed anoually each
Fehruary — on éampus. The
president did not issue a frm
poliey in faver of or against
the “Monologues” and other

trine on sexuality, while the
other will "discuss how theolo-:
ojans are dialogning with cur-
rent experience,” Bederman
sald.

- The panels will bogin at 9:15
p-m. in the same venue as
gach night's 7 p.m.
“Moneclogues” performance —
101 DeBartolo Hall tonight
and Tuesday, and 102
DeBartdlo on Wadnesday.
Baderman said she hopes cven
those wha may shy away Trom
seeing "Tha Vagina
Monologues” will engage in
the subseguent discussions.

Tha student organizars of
"The Vagina Monologues”

" responded positively to the

addition of the panels.

gvents, but said “We welcdme
hs hoped to ) the academic
make a decision discussion and
befare . _tha “We welcome the the  panels,

samester’s close.

“In Fthe] dis-
cussicn cof
female sexuality,”
and io the com-
munity, and cul-
ture it sirives o
creata, there is
no hint of cen-
tral elements of

pcademic
discussion and the
" panels because one
of the main points of
‘The Vagina
Monolopues’ is to
raise qwareness and
promote discussion

hecause one of
the main points
of “The Vagina
Monologues® is |
1o raise aware-
ness and pro-
mote ‘discussion
of lemale sexu-
ality and ending
violence against

Cathalic sexual ; women,” sald
mocality,” qffemczf_& sex;mh:y arganizer Emily
Jerkins saja, ondending violence  weisbecker. "It
stregsing  ha against woran.” is likely that
supports  the some mambars

play's goals of
affirming femala
sexuality and
reduging vio-
lence against
women, but disapproves of its
epproach.

"T fail to see, however, bow
the annuzl performance of

'The Vagina Monologues' is -

the appropriate means fo
thess ands,” he said.

While the panel discussions,
already in the works in late
December, were not direct
results of Janking' speech, the
variety of viewpoints they
offer will potentially satisfy
some of the criticisms leveled
at “The Vagina Monologues.”
said Gail Bederman, Listory
professor and organizer of the
paneis,

“My impression is that a lot

of the people who ohject to
"The Vapina Monologuas' ...
szy that-stndents are oot get-
ting authentic Catholle tezch-
ings when they ses the play,
.z0, I'thought, Let's have a dis-
cussion right in the theatre
-after, the performance,’” she

Emily Weishecker
nrganizer

of the communi-
ty will be at
loast somawhat
more comfort-
able with the
presence of this show on cam-
pus knowing that the theologl-
cal perspective will be claarly
presented in conjunction with
each performance.”

They are, however, morce
amblvaient when {t comes io
tha change in salting from last
year's DeBartolo Center for
the Performing Arte. Even
though organizers said they
appreciate the dialogue gener-
ated by this year's show, they
face the difficulties of stoging
& play in a classroom and not
a theatre and regrel the lack
of Fundraising opportunities in
the new academic environ-
ment, Weisenbecker said.

But the change in fundrais-
Ing policy has lifled a degrae
of stipma from the event. This
year, Notre Dame/Saint Mary's
Right to Life will not be
protesting the performance, as

tha group kms in the past.

"[Hight to.Life's] probiems
_with the event wera always in
. lha.t'_mu_nay from

rterrwn o P
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activity.” .

“The Fact” that [(The
Vaginz Monologues' and
Queesr Film Festival] have
been sponsored annually by
units of the
University, -.

and - hidve e e s expose them-
been widely I think it’s selves to dif-
publicizad, ridiculous [to hold ferant ;Ieiw—
-promident] R r points; 3ainz
associates t]:fzr . qumsmm’ . said, criticiz-
Univarsity's -regarding the film ing the admin- .
nams = with series about] the l?rt;: tion ¥
thheam, ~ oy - gfforts to our
Jenkins said. mﬂ_lru:f ISS_HES of ; the film geries,
“Such eceur- Nomosexuality That’s  “I think it's
rEOCES SUE- not what it's about. ridiculous [to

gast the
Univarsity

It’s about films.”

BVEry hig
seid the
University had the Sgppctn-
nity to host prominent Gim-
makerg. |
Individuals choose to
aftend univer-
gities~ - to

hold - discus-
gions regard-

cndorses or + ing the film
at lzast finds Tessa Sainz .- ~sarie¥ aboutl
compatible alurmna “the moral
with its val- Isgles of
ues certain homopsexuiall-

viaws which
are not in fact compatible.”-
All the film screenings
were gither sold out or
nearly sold out, Laina said,
and turnout for the various
panel discussions was also
strong. Due to high demand,
arginizars added a secend

sereening of "Brokeback-

Mountain” to the schedule
and tickels sold out in two
hours, Laing said.

The quality and diversity
of the films shown this year
playad a role in the success
of the [ilm series, Laina
gsald. The presence af two of
tha films" directors
MiEl‘lEl Albaladejo, director
of "Cachorro”and.Don Roos,
diractor of “Happy Endings®
— on campus to speak [rst-
hand about their work was
algo significant, Laina said.

Junior Maec Russell saw

gvary f[lm:at the event’s
inauguration two yedfs ago

and attended two screenings -

— "Brokeback Mountsin"
and "Happy Endings" — this
year. He said he made the
efforl Lo go to the film series
out of his own dssire to see
the movias and to show sup-
port for AllianceND, Notre
Damea's anrecognized
gay/straight studsnt group.
“[The series has] only
been getting bigger — more
spclal events, [more] movies
... I'm always amazed al the

ty." Sainz said.
“That's not what it's about.

. It's abput films.™

After attending several
different screenings and
panel discussions. over the
courss of the film series,
graduate studernt Theresa
0'Byrne said her favorite
movias ware
"Saving Face”

ahout acadsmic E.rE'.aI:iD:ﬂl.-
- *['m plessed that hes at

* Jeast brought this up — at

least Had the courage [0
stand up and bring this to
the floor -and.[not] sweep it

‘under the rug,” 0'Byrne

said.

Zeénior Tiffany Thompson
attanded the 7 p.m. screen-
ing = of Brokehack
Mountain™ Thursday wear-
ing an orange "Gay? Fine by
me” T-shirt, 5he said she
has attended at least one-
film during the series every

year.
“I think [the name change]

.is kind of silly," Thompsen

said. “I don't think it is &
huge thing bt [ didn't think
it #was necessary either ...
Wea're doing Lhe sama
thing."” -
Freshiman Sean Gaifmay
.algo attended "Brokeback
Mountain" Thursday and
said he was there first to
gea 2 good film and second

‘to find out what all the dis-

cussion was about,

*l guess It's Kind of a big -
‘controversy and it is always
good to he knewledgeable
ahout what iz being talked
ahout,” GalTney sald.

Laifda, who will not be at
Motre Darme next year, said
the futura of the film serias

is “vary much
up in the aic”

end “Happy : and will
Endings." I T T depend on the

et io Y H_zs important that eneindicigige
AllianceND, Ifstftdﬂnm and the discussion
0'Byrne said  alumni feel that this of Catholic

since the event
is  =purting-

always been an
issne for me-
through my college career,”
0'Byrne said. "Part of
ingquiry and part of academ-
ie discussion is to .look into
these. things that ara poten-
tially explosive.” * T
0'Byrne said she does mot
like the fact that the name
of the film series was
changed, but she wad héart-
ened by Jenkins' willingness
tn efgage in open discuszion

erent is important ..
[it is] valuable fhat

character and
academic

controversy It : freedom at
was especially  they express those  Notre Dame.
important that views to the Laina said
she attend to d 2 ha tepk an
show her sup- presiaent. organizing
port. role for ths
“I'm a big Martin Laina . event becalise
supportér of film serles co-chair he wanted
academic free- : gtudents at
dom-and it's the University

to have the

oppportunity
tp see gquality films and
hopes it continues in the
future.

"It iz important that if stu-
dents and alumni feel that
this event is important ... [it-
is] wvaluable -~ that they
gxpress those views to the
president,” Laina said. -

Contact Megan O"Neil
at oneil M7 @saintmarys.edu




