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Babki’ng Down At
Notre Dame

By JAMES K. FITZPATRICK

Many Catholics were heartened by news
teports that the new prasident of MNotre
Dame, Fr. John Jenkios, wes golng to pro-
hihit performances of The Vagina Mono-
logues at the university. | was on board,
deveting a column a few weels ago to a
Meww York Times story it mid-March about

Jenking' willingriess to take on the trendy -

secular leffists in regard o this play. Jen-
lins would not have had to mount the bar-

ricades alone. Providence College and the

Catholic Universily of America banned the

play earlier this year, ss has Fr. Jenking'

superior in the Holy Cross religions arder

at the University of Portland.

The Times quoted from a speech given
ty Jenkins to facully members and shudents
at the unlversity in wiich he maintainad that
permitting productions like The Vaging
Monologues implied an “endorsement of
values in conflict with Roman Catholicism,”
Jenkins elaborated: “Precisely because’ aca-
demic freedom is such 2 sacred value, we
st he clear about s appropriate Hmits, |
do not believe that freedom of expression has
absalute priority in every circumstance.”

He took the pesttion that The Vagina
Monalomuies should be cormmmended for tras-
ing to reduce violence sgainst women, but
that its "graphic descriptions” of various sex-
ual experiences "stand apart from, and in
deed in opposilion " the Church’s teach-
ing “that human sexuality tnds #s proper
expression in the committed relationship of
marriage between a man and a wornan that
is apen to the gift of procreation.” You can
see why rmany Catholics were hopeful,

Those whe were hapelul were prematire,
Jenldns backed down. David Soloman, the
director of Notre Dame's Cenler for Eth-
ics and Culture and a member of the uni-
versity's department of philosophy, called
it a “retreat" in an op-ed column in Aprdl
14 issue of The Wall Street Journal,
Solomon attributes the retreal Lo pressure
mounted an Jenkins during “campus-wide
meetings” he convened to discuss what to
do aboul the play. Jenkins faced [ncully
mermbers whe, savs Solomon, were “plot
ting” iz “removal from office for even dis-
cussing possible restrictions.”

Lo denlins caved; just davs hefore Holy
Weel, he announced, [ 582 no reason to
prohibit performances of The Vagina
Menaologues on campus. and do not intend
ta do so." The plotting professors, writes
Salomon, “now congratulated him, and his
former student crilics praised him as =
charnnion of personal freedom.”




- Why didn’t Catholic professors loyal to
the Magisterium rally to Jenkins' side in the
face of this pressure? It turns out there
aren't many of them at Notre Dame these
days. Dr. Salomon: "To some of us — and
! speak as a Notre Dame professar — Fr
Jenking' decision is one more step in a
long process of secularization: It has al-
ready radically changed the major Protes-
tanl universifies in this country: it is now
proceading apace at the Cathalic ones.
"Ar Notre Dame, this secularization is
most evident in the composition of the
facufty. While roughly 85% of Nolre Dame
students are Catholic, the percentage of
Catholic faculty has dropped precipilously
in the past [ew decades, reaching iis cur-
rent number of barely 50%, and there ia
nio sign that this trend will be reversed. Maore
importan, the debale initiated ty Fr, Jenkins
exposed & great hostility ameng faculy mem-
bers loward traditional Catholic teachings as
well as & confusion about the nature of Cath-
olic higher education itzalf. ™
What about Ex Corde Ecclesing, Pope
dobin Paul I's 1990 apostolic canstilution
aimed al ensuring the orthodoxy of Cath-
olic theology departments? Writes So-
lomon: "It is not evident that the encyeli-
cal has been properly followed. Very few
administrators at Catholic colleges and uni-
versities are willing publicly to discuss thei
contormity with ils requirernents.”
Solomon is not the only ane disappoini-
ed. Fr. Bill Miscarnble, 2 historan znd former
rector of Motre Dame's campus serminary,
was quated in Solomon's column. I an apen
letter to Ir Jenking, he wrote that Jenkins'
decision "brought fov to thoss who care least
aboul Notre Dame's Catholic mission. You
were called to be courageous and vou set-
tled for being porlar™ Powl ' '
This brings up an old — bt stll relevant
debate: the question of how wise it was
lor Catholic colleges to water down their
religious identities in order to qualily for
tedaral funding back in the late 1960s.
When thal decision was made, we were
assured that it would be largely a pro for-

mia change; that, since the facilties and stu-
dent bodies at these schoofs would remain
Catholic, the schools would retzin their
Catholic character; that Georgerowm would
always be Georgetown and MNotre Dame
always Notre Darne.

Mot so. | is clear thal there were those
whe wanted cur Catholic universities 1o be-
come as divorced [rom their religious roots
asthe oy Leaque universilies are from theirs,
wha pushed for full secdarization as a sign
of inteliectual maturity, They gol their way.

Is my point that Catholic universities
should go out of their way to hire Catholic
prafessors? Well, ves. Nat in every depart-
ment, of course. | had Jewish professors
at Fordham and St John's back in the
19605, others whom [ suspected were
aghostic, even athelsts. It did nol matter.
Some of them were very good, They-mught
courses i mathernatics and sclence, or if
they teught economics and political science,
they were more than balanced by the Jesu-
its and Vincentians of old and Catholic las
men clearly loyal to the Church,

But it is both wise and appropriale [or
there to be a heawy concentration of Catho-
lic professors loyal 1o the Magisterium in the
departments of theclogy, philosophy, ltera
bure, and histony, as well as in the sacial soi-
ences. A Cetheldic universihy should introduce
its sludents to their Cathaolic heritage, They
snould experence something different acader
ically fromm what they would axperiance 1 they
wigrg aittending Ohio State or Stanlord, Why
alsz atterd a Catholic uriversing?

Graduates of 2 Cathaolic university should
be introduced to the work of 5t August-
ine and Thomas Aquinas and Cardinal
Mewman; they should be aware of what il
is about key elements in the work of Freud
and Mietzsche that {s unacceptable for a
Cathalic; know why the social encyclicals
cppose both economic individualism and
Marxian socialism. Academic excellence is
nol encugh. A Catholic university should
be Catholic. That Catholic identity canmot
exish without a largely Catholic faculty.

Say what? There zren't enough accom-
plished Cathalic scholars fo fill the pasitions? If
so, that doesn't say much for the people who
have bean minning our Catholic universities
since the 1970s. But let's not go down that
path. The secularizers don't mean that there
aren't enough accomplished Catholic teachers
to choose from when they are hiring, | repeat:
They don't want the faculies at their schools
to be marbedly Cathaolic, They take pride in the
seculavization that has len place, The fact that
Mobre Darne takes the same posiion on The

Vhging Monologues as Cal Berkeley or Brown
znows they have done thelr jobs,



