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‘Vagina Monologues’ warp truth
about women, violence, sexuality

Susan Biddle Shearer -
Guest Columnist

For those, of us who treasure
Valparaiso University and the mor-
al truthé .and Christian teachings
the university has sought to exem-
plify since its founding, these past
Februarys have challenged both the
foundations of that affection and,
for many of us, the extent t6 which
“tolerance” has meant abdication.of
our responsibility to wphold Cliris-
tian teaching regarding the beauti-

-l gift of sexuality with which God
Iz gifted mankind. ;

Thie canse of this consternation
is the now-annual production of
the pornographic and undcmhtndi].r
villgar assault on young womens
mipdesty aptly titled “The Vagina
Monologues,” the objective of which
is to contradict virtually every as-
pect of Christian- feaching regard-
ing both the sanctity of women and
all that is beautiful regarding sex as
an expression of love, comumitment
and the gift of life which may resolt
frommi this expression.

Cleverly disguised across cam-
puses nationwide within the con-
teat of protesting violence. against
worien, the “Monologoes” then
proceed to inflict the worst kind of
violence one can perpetuste against
young menand women, who, while
physically mature, are still in the
process of moral and character for-
rraticn.

Specifically, it attempts to eradi-

. cate their sense of right and wrong
-and numb their consciences by the
delibérate stripping away of -any
sense of propriety and modesty.
Thus degensitized, one redefines
moral truth, and all behavior which
| is physically gratifying in the short
term and seol-killing in the long
term becomes acceptable.

Tn 2003, "Monologues” producer
Eve Ensler and her cadre announced
the targeting of 45 faith-based col-
leges for both: the play’s production

and its accompanying discussion.

groups and panels, People of reason
ought well ask what agenda might
hawve been hehind her decision to
do so. e '

~ With mo shortage of secular in-
stitutione available to showcase her
dubious talents, why the focus — in-
deed insistence — upon. inclusion
within religiously oriented schoals,

which by their very nature, will thus

have their theological perspectives
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degraded? :

Secondly, we ought well ask of
the institutions which have chosen
to allow the "Monologues” to be
shown within their facilities whao,
specifically, have made the decision
regarding the appropriatencss of
this performance on their respec-
tive campuises.

. I am, of course, fuily aware that
the” authority of the administra-
tive ‘hierarchy which governs my
faith, Roman Catholicism, does not
govern or seek to guide those who
“shepherd VU in its journey lowards
moral excellence. However, the
wise words uftered by Bishop John
Diarcy (Diocese of South Bend/
Fort Wayne) are pertinent here
regarding the performance of the
"Monologues” at the University of
Notre Dame.

Speaking of “the Church®™ as
simply thase who follow Christ and
hiz teachings, he said, “the Vagina
Monologues is offensive to women
--. The human body and the hu-
man person, in the tradition of the
Church must never -be seen s an
object, but that is the way they arc

presented in this text”

Further, he said, “This play vio
lates the truth -about women, the
truth about sexmality, the truth
about male and female and the
truth about the human body. It is
in opposition to the highest under-
standing of academic freedom. For
freedom which is ot Inked to the

Productions such as these donot  truth is soon extinguished”

. oceur within a vatuum and require Ome i= hard-pressed o deter-
tither active or mine which
passive adminis- - L “freedom”  was
trative assent and @@eriy disguised pursucd by these
generally co : events SPONSOLS,
stive departmen- || 9CTOSS CAMPUSES gy o
tal coordination, nationwide within they also create
In the case of VU, the context of a false senmse of
this r's - : . empowerment in
--:i.u.'r:hl:]luf":e';l appl:;‘:'s protesting violence whgzh the ermn-
to have been the | against women, the tions and hor
result of a col- P ’ moned  are  en-
laborative’ efiort. || Wonologues’ then gaged while faith,

spearheaded by || Proceed to infiict remson and the
the gender stud- || the worst kind of dignity of the ho-
ies proj ) : AN person are

JI:L E‘;E:;mdﬂ violence one l‘v’ﬂ‘ﬂ nok [j:muld also
to all faculty as- perpetuate against contend that the
sociated  with elevation of these
this production: FOURNE Wew S G s productions to a
When we accept- (| WOMen, who, while  jog) of “art” 1o
ed hﬂﬂph?mm physically mature, be protected by
with VU, we con- academnic  free-
tractually agreed are still i“. the dom is absurd.
to advance the process of moral and In closing, the
mission of the (I character furmati%% “Monologues”
university in the e productions on
pecformance  of d campuses  are
aur professional responsibilities.  cleverly and invariably cloaked as
Both the stadents entrusted to us  fundraisers for safe havens and oih-
and their parents have the right to  erworthy orpanizations which serve
expect that we conform to and ex-  women who have been sbused or
emplify the tenets'of that missionin  assaulted. The use of such reasoning
all we gay and do: is analogous to a scenaric in which,

havinrg been convicted of producing
child pornography, 1 attemipt to jus-
tify myy actions by explaining that |
had contributed all of my ill-potien
financial gains to child protective
services organizations.

All responsible for these events
owe those who have walked before
them, walk with them now and will
walk after them on this beautiful
campus their deepest apologies for
the infliction of spiritual violenee
upon our minds, hearts, souls and
religlous and moral sensibilities.

Shearer is a VU adjunct assistant
professor of political science.

She holds a doctorate from the
University of Notre Dame and
izaches courses in comparative
politics, international relations and

LLS. foreign policy.



