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ECENTLY, THE Propressive

Student Alliance (PSA)

shtained approval from

the Srudent Activities Office to
i

circulate their petition m._“.:. the

En__..rﬁ_u: of «__.An_i _...:._.mnﬂja_._
in Notre Dame’s existing Non-

D.ﬁn:iﬁu.p:@-hfm@r. The
clause currently reads: “The
Univetsity of Notre Dame does
not discominate on the basis of
race/ethnicity, color, natonal
origin, sex, disability, wveteran
status, ot age,.."”

Mike MeCann, senior, is an
active member of PSA, Nodng
the lack of “sexual orentaton”

1

a Roman Catin

* Frstitaiidn o

| ke commented in an email to the
i Irish Rover, “Equality for Cray,
- Lesbian, Bi-sexual, Transgender,
rand  Questioning  individuals

has always been an imporranc
issue to PSA. Many GLBTQ

| individuals and their allies still do

not feel that this University is a

| welcoming place for them,”

Although they uphold this
pedtion at the top and center
of their agenda at Notre Dame,
members  strugpled at  their
meeting Tuesday, Apnl 15 1o
frame the disagreement in terms
of a particular incident. Self-
admittedly, their disorgranization
has worked against them, “The
University is coundng on our
inability to be organized,” said
one PSA member, speaking to

wire Dhane, Indiana, U

the circulation of the petition on

campus, They vowed to achieve

success o as to gain “lepitimacy”™
e - s i

as a4 volce on campes. In
addidon, they discussed the

idea of petitioning door-to-

&._H_.UH o ”_..__ Dnﬂﬂ._.“_.“_l_m _ﬁ-._.u._.mh._.,rﬂ Amr_..FH
the evening daily mass at it the
Basilica.

So far, the PSA has been

| relatively successful, claiming to

have already received hundreds
of sighatures for the peritions.
McCannezpressedhisezciternent.
He wrote, *This is an issue thar
Continwed on Page 5
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muany people at MNote Dame
are excited to support because
it is addressing an inequality
ght here on campus. Because
of this, we have been receiving
many positive reactions.  We
have had individuals from the
library staif, the law school, and
academic departments contact
us ahout colleeting sipnarures
and helping out in other ways
with the campaign,”

P5A members were Lnsuore

ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ%@.ﬁ%
addidon to the clause, should it
be approved by the University,
McCann wrote thay “It would
provide the prounds for legal
action for individuals who have
heen discriminared against based
oo their  sexual  orentaton,
GLBTD individuals would now
have redtess when they are
treared urnjustly. Also, itwould be
a way to demonstrate to GLBTO)
individuals and rheir allies that
this University s = place that is
welcoming to individuals of all
sexual orentatdons,”

Hven the members of PSA
themselves expressed  their
ignorance in regards to the
legal ramifications of including

“gexual orentation” into the

clause. One wondered whether
“zay and leshian  dances”
would be allowed on campus,
while another argued that they
must _push for “everything
Uldmately, they looked forward
tey the assistance ammmnagﬁsu
faw students wha are members

i F

of the ACLL

Atguably, McCann and the
PSA express an opinion different
from the standing “Spidt of
Tnchusion,” which opens with the
following words: “The University
of Nowe Dame strives for a
spitit of inchusion among the

members of this community for -

distinct reasons ardculated in our
Christian tradition..... Wewelcome
all people, regardless of colar,
gender, rebigion, ethnicity, sexoal
otentatdon, social of economic

gay and lesbian members of
this community as we value all
members of this communitg™ -
PSA and the muovement to
include “sexual orenmtion™ into
the elause both find thelr origin in
a controversy durng a turbulent
fme in Notre Dame's history. As
cacly as 1985, the elements for
this controversy were present:
students were denied recognition
for thelr newfound arganization,
Gays and Leshizns of Notre
Dame and Saint Marys College
[GLNIZ/SMC]. Constantly on
the fringes of the University, in
1994, GEND/SMC finally broke
ﬁwﬂ,.uﬁiﬂm outlined by campus
ﬂ%nﬁﬁnﬁﬂ&?ﬁﬂ-ﬁ%ﬁ&
clubs and openly advertised for
their meefing The resulting
outbrealk _ﬂo.ﬁmﬁu action by’
University administrafion which
subsequently  founded  the
Stmnding Commitee on Gay
mﬂﬂl@ﬁ'ﬂmgﬂsn Needs—
H.U_,Nn.mmmmﬂ._ the' Core Council for
Gay and Leshian Students,

et LIt MR T
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Allison Dobson ("99) was
active in ﬁa_.._hmm|DnlEunHmm B
diring i time and very scive
with the movement In an
interview with the Rover, she
shares that she got involved with
the movement when GLND/
SMC was depded the ability
to have tmble on Fieldhouse
ball on Natonal Coming Our
Day. The Collepe Democrats,
symmpathizing  with  GLND/
SMC, submirted a petton o
have for themselves a table for
Mationa! Coming Out Day. The
University denied theirs as well.
In outrage, smdents rallied to
incliede “sexual odentaton” in
the non-discimination clause so
that elubs, such as GLMND/SMC,
would be able to host events on
Wotee Dame'’s campus,

1n 1997, Fr. Malloy announced
the “Spitlt of Inclusion,” which
Deobson claims was “far short”
of whit'the College Democrats
were mwcm..bwmnm_... to achieve,
Reflecting on the positive aspects
of the “Spirit of Inclusion,” she
commmented, “[1t] vwas recopnitdon
of the fact that there was a
population of Notre Dame that
didn't feel inchaded.”

1998 also saw the resignation
of Fr. David Garrick, + Holy
Cross priest and professor of
communications  and  thearer

linked to his “coming out” as 2

gay celibate priest in 1996. Fr

" Gartick left the University in

I

“heartfelt protest” This in murn
evoked a “Letter 1o the Editor,”
which advocated for equal rights
and eontained the sipnatares of
over 1300 smudents, faculty, and
graff. Fr. Garrick’s resignanon
also sparked the founding of
the Progressive Student Alliance
which began as a club centered
around the issue of gay rights.

" After much debate and &
Senate  Resclution proposing
that  the non-discriminarion
clanse be amended, the Board
of Fellows convened on Dec
1, 1998 in London. They vored
“no” on the inclusion of “sexual
odentation”  into  the clause.
By Feb. 5, at which time their
decision was made public, the
Board of Trustees had also given
their approval to the Fellows’
decision.

Since that tme, there has been
sporadic uproar over varous
events oo nm..E_r...Em, as well as
vadous  Senate | Resolutons
advocating H.Dmﬂj.ﬂ.h rights, but

not untl recently with the PSA

petition has the issue of “sexual
ofentation” been so prominent
Of CRMpPUS.

MNotre Damehas remained firm

on this issue, being, in fact, one

@P@P&ME.EH%&
at the Basilica, As an article in
the Mational Catholic Register

refates, Fr. Garrick was upset

of the few top Catholic colleges
in the naton o refrain from
including  “sexual unﬁﬂﬁnalu...
in  their non-disctimination

m..._uhﬁ. his" “sacret disrrissal™
from the Basilica, which he

T Tt e,

of Mutre Dame’s Catholicity that

sk

policies, It is precisely because
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Students Petition to Amend Non-Discrimination Clause

Fr. Malloy asgued so strongly
against the emendation,

And yet, itis precisely becanse
of Notre Dames Catholicity
that others have argued for it
Drobson, in her interview, said,
"We thought [the exclusion
of secmual odentadon  from
the clause] was completely at
odds with the Carholic faith."
She went on to add that it was
apainst human dignity that they
did not include ir,

In p similar vein, MeCann
wrote, “Motte Dame 8 a2
Carholic school and Catholic in
gome sense means universal
Catholicism covers a wide range
of people — all with their own
shilities, atdrades, personalities,
and beliefs,"

He contmued, “With that in
mind, T don't think a Carholic
school should be in the business
of deciding who is 2 sinner and
who is not - especially when
they are not posing haem to
others. Deciding that i up m
someone clse.  From Jesus’
message we see that a Catholic
school shounid be reaching out
in love to all trpes of people no
matter theit sexual ofientatdon,”

Finally, Dobson, passionate
ahour the issue, insisted that
“if vou care ghout something,
you'll Aght for it to be better™
She closed the interview hy
reflecting on her optimism for
the University.  She said, “1
ahwmys think there is hope for
change."

Contact Dan at damsiridind, sd,




